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"H'~no'r~bie'~y~Ori.h. D~rg?fl
"U41ted s;~~·te·s. S~ria't~: .' .
:Wash.ington., D.·C·.· ~OSlO
. , ' ' .. " .

,. :.. '. -. ..-

This is.' in' reply to. -your ·lett'er 'ot March' 25, 1993, in wh' h you inquired on
'behalf of your constituent, the City of Fargo, regardin the 'Notice of
proposed Rule Making '(Notice) ·in PR Docket No. 9i-235,·7 FR l?~O34.(1992),..'.

. ~. _. .' \ ' ."

ThiS Notice prop.os,e.s co~pr~heIlf;iv~'changes to the.C . 'ssion' sRules governing'
~he p~ivate iand'mobiie,radio service~:operating in t e, frequency bands below
512 MHz.

':

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. I have encloped for your
information a copy of that part of the Notice that describes th~ numerous
proposals, plus a discussion paper released March 1, 1993. Q~estion 8 ?f the
di~cussion paper specifically ~ddresses the issue y~ur constituent is most
concerned about. In.sum, the'proposed rules wduld not make any equ~pment

obsolete in North Dakota until 2012.

We are sensitive to the need of users of private land mobile radio spectrum
and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio systems, including
the costs"of required modifications. Your consLituent's letter will be
included in the record of the proceeding and will be fully evaluated when we
develop final rules in this proceeding.

We want to thank you f9r your interest in this proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

~ichard J, Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division

Enclosures

cc:
Chief, LM&MDivison

Chief, PRBureau
Lou Sizemore, Room
Docket Files, Room
P&P Branch Files

857
222

CNTL NO - 9301542

DFertig/RShiben:df/sf/1m:PR
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BYRON DORGAN
. .lILOilTli.:OAKOTA
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. ' ·tlnittd·~t9tfS:···~mQtf ::....:.
. .

'.' WASHI.N~TON. 'DC 205 ~ 0.:-3'405.. ..... .'

....

.. ',.:: .:.: .", .".. ::.
.:.. '." '.

Dear ·Mr~"'ouelio:: ".

..' \ :,... . " .."
*, ••

: ', .
.. .... ..'.

Encl9sed is a letter I recently received from the City of
F?rgo,No:rth pakot.a, rega;r:.ding proposed .changes in~t.h~ .

'. .teie6o~unica t;!ons· ;code by::·tbeFederai Cdmmuni:ca·ti,oris ·;·commi'ssiori .
. (·FCC). As you will see in. the letter, the city' is very concerned .
. ·that.~he·proposedFCC .. changes will'seriously impair the ..clty's .
ability to offer emergency communications.

I would greatly appreciate your consideration of their
concerns. If I can be of any assistance in this matter, please
feel free to contact me.

BLD:glr
enclosure

/

~I

PRINTED ON -RECYCLED PAPER
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'Senator J:lyron, Dorgan "
825 Hart Office Bldg. '

Washing~on, DC 20510
'. of ••

........

,', ' ...... .' : ~'. '.

The City of Fargo wishes to express its concerns regarding PR Docket No. 92-235. Adoption of this
proposal would replace Part 90 of the Telecommunications code with a newly created Part 88.

," Th~ change as propoSed; would,'reqUired the replacement of.the radio,commu'nicationequipmerit,
currently being used by the City. The effect ofreplacing only the equipment utilized by the City's Police
and Fire Departments would be in excess of$I,OOO,OOO. We are unable to determine the effect on the
rest ofCity operations at this time. With the changes in operation standards additional equipment will
be required to maintain the same service as we now have. The cost of this additional equipment can not
be determined at this time due' to lack of specifications.

At the current time public agencies have developed systems which provide interdepartmental
communications. If these new guidelines are brought into effect there would be a loss of operational
ability between systems, Additional costs would be incurred to maintain these communications links.

Government call ill afford at this time to spend the large number ofdollars necessary to replace current
systems. The City oiFargo joins with other governmental agencies within the state in their objections
to this proposal.

Sincerely,

...///i, ,r /'
.~1Y1/./ i!,//l//
Mark Thelen
Dir~ctor of Finance

MT/akw

MAR "4 1993
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,Ms. ' Do'nna 'Sea'r'C:y ",
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ms. Searcy:

I am writing regarding PR Docket No. 92-235 which would
create a replacement of Part 90 by Part 8a to revise the
Private Land Mobile Radio Services and modify the policies
governing them.

The State of North Dakota is very much opposed to Docket
92-235. It is very difficult to believe that the FCC would
even consider this Docket.

1/ The Docket proposes an immediate reduction to 3 kHz
deviation. In North Dakota this change would result
in a minimum range reduction of 40 percent (2/5), plus
problems generating sufficient receive audio output
power especially in high noise areas (heavy equipment
etc.). Additionally, reduced deviation will cause
CTCSS and pager decoder failure. 911 systems dispatch
ing police, fire and ambulance would experience high
levels of failures and unreliable system performance.

2/ Reduced transmitter power will result in reduced
coverage, and in a rural state with 70,000 square miles
of real estate, emergency communications will fail.
Also reducing power to new Part 8a limits will cause
serious spurious emissions from power amplifiers.

3/ Like many other states, North Dakota is trying very
hard to recover from a six year drought and a serious
loss in tax revenue. The extreme cost to convert our
entire State Radio system would be catastrophic to say
the least. With Part 88, by its very nature, would
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and p'ortableradlos are~stimat.ed to: ·cost. approximately
$7,0.00, OQO. ·Anothe·r $6,000,00:0 doliars' would p~' neces
sary to:change out all of ourpdse stations and repeat
e~s. These are' costs ·that are out of reach for· our
North· :Dakota· citi~ens:. Every' city and count:y··would .. '
be effe¢~e(;L . ,

" ...

'. ·4'l.There··:is no interopera'};)ili'ty, be.tween the new a.nd old' ..
sy~.tem.S!, 'C?r pe.twe~n the. new Part 88 VHF 5' kHz equlpment·.':
a~ .the:~eder;!l1:..'6: is 'kHz " equipment·,.· tt~ v.ery .simple:,.' .
if. you change. and your rieighboI;'~ .gon '.t; both ~f y.ou .
are out of luck - no' cominun'ications! '. . . .

I sincerely hope the Commission will take the time to evalu
ate the effect that the new Part 88 would have on rural
states and their communication systems. We cannot allow
regulations to destroy our communications systems.

Sincerely,

4M~
Lyle V. Gallagher
Director

ca


